
SENIOR CONNECT
FEBRUARY 2023

 Senior Connect is a convenient and easy way to stay informed
about what's happening in Lawrence Township. 

 
Our goal is to connect people in our community. If you know a

senior in Lawrence Township that would like the newsletter,
print it out for them and deliver it with a friendly smile! Black-

and-white copies are available in the Municipal Building.

Hello Everyone!
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Announcements / News

Municipal Building Closing 

The Municipal Offices will be closed in observance of Lincoln's
Birthday on February 13, and President's Day on February 20. 

Covid Booster Clinic

There will be a Covid Booster Clinic at the Lawrence Township
Community Center (295 Eggert Crossing Rd), on Feb 2 and Feb 16 from
1:00 PM to 3:30 PM. 

1st Quarter Taxes Due

Reminder - 2023 first quarter taxes are due on February 1 and must be
received in the Tax Collector’s Office by 4:30 p.m. on February 10, 2023
to avoid any penalties.

Extended Road Closure

Beginning January 4, 2023 Texas Avenue, from Johnson Road to the
Texas Avenue of the Lawrence Shopping Center, will be closed for
infrastructure upgrades. Detours from both directions are in place.



A story about the budget process and the Lawrence Township community…..

         Who is interested in a short story about the municipal budget process for Lawrence
Township? Hmmm, well, I am going to proceed as if there are more than a few that are
curious enough to read this article with the hope of being more informed on a topic that
is generally a mystery to most. Before we begin, the NJ Municipal Budget Law and the
books written in an attempt to interpret it are much more extensive and include much
more details than the conversational description that follows. Please proceed with the
knowledge that I intend to avoid the weeds….!

               First things first: a budget is the funding tool for the various operations of the
municipal government and the delivery of services to the community. In addition, it lays
out the capital program for the maintenance and expansion of the town's infrastructure,
equipment, and buildings. In our form of government (Council-Manager), the Municipal
Manager is responsible for preparing the municipal budget, and the governing body
(Council Members) is responsible for reviewing, considering, and adopting the budget by
their majority vote at an open public meeting. By doing it this way, there is a check and
balance system where the elected officials act on behalf of the taxpayers in an open and
transparent process to ensure that their money is used responsibly to provide the
essential services the community expects and deserves. Adopting a budget is the most
critical function of the governing body.
               Our "budget season" starts in October of the preceding budget year when the
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) (Peter Kiriakatis) directs the various department heads of the
municipal government (i.e., Public Works, Police, Fire/EMT, Recreation, Health, Finance,
Construction, Court, etc.) to prepare their budgets. It requires them to determine what
they need to deliver the services their department provides to the community and how
much it will cost. It also requires them to forecast for anticipated and unanticipated
future challenges and set a course to improve and enhance the services over time. Once
the departmental budgets are received, they meet with the CFO to make changes, if
necessary, to better conform with the overall budget strategy created through the
collaboration of the CFO and the Municipal Manager.
               The Municipal Manager and the CFO often can determine early in any given year
the financial challenges they must address in the next budget year. For example, this past
year, we are all aware of the economic fallout from the world health pandemic, with
shortages across many industries that have led to inflation and higher costs in all areas of
our lives (i.e., energy, fuel, insurance, etc., etc., etc.). You need to know that the higher
cost of living you are dealing with in managing your household finances is the same
challenge that municipal governments face when preparing a budget to deliver services
to the community in the coming year.... 1

https://lawrencetownshipnjmanagerkpn.blogspot.com/2023/01/a-story-about-budget-process-and.html


.... The only difference is that a municipal government must, by law, prepare and adopt
a budget that can only spend (appropriations) the same amount it expects to receive in
revenue or through taxation. It is called a balanced budget, and unanticipated costs
that arise during any given year are always problematic. Preparing a thoughtful and
responsible budget is crucial for a town's financial strength.

               After the department heads complete their budgets, the CFO and Municipal
Manager have broader budget discussions and make decisions that result in the
preparation of a "recommended budget" presented to the governing body formally at
a council meeting. The CFO and Municipal Manager intend for the recommended
budget to reflect and be consistent with the policies the governing body has
established and directed them to achieve yearly.  The "recommended budget" was
presented to the council members on January 17, 2023, with a presentation by the CFO
providing a broad overview. It is available on our website for those that are interested. 

               In February, the department heads will appear at council meetings (open to
the public) and present a summary of their budget to the governing body and answer
questions. Also, during this period, the council members will review the recommended
budget line by line and often have questions or provide comments to the Municipal
Manager in anticipation of the formal "Introduction of the Budget" scheduled to occur
in the first meeting of March 2023. The budget presented in the "Introduction" often
differs from the "recommended" budget after the governing body provides its input
and direction for a budget it would accept and adopt.  But that's not all! At the public
hearing on the adoption of the budget, the public will have an opportunity to comment
and let their opinions and concerns be known to the council members before they
vote. We anticipate the public hearing and adoption of the budget will take place on
April 18, 2023. 

               Before the "Introduction of the Municipal Budget" in March, I will be preparing
a "Budget Message" that I will share with the community to provide explanations,
reasons, and financial numbers that support the budget offered for adoption.
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-- Kevin Nerwinski, Municipal Manager's Blog





Sign up for Nixle alerts for Lawrence Township. 

Nixle keeps you up-to-date with relevant information from your local
public safety departments & schools. 

Or sign-up online to receive emails and phone calls
(It’s easy and anyone can join): Go to local.nixle.com/register/  

EMERGENCY ALERTS



 

We have a new E-Newsletter
 

Please visit our website to sign up:
https://www.lawrencetwp.com

Or call 609-844-7074
for sign-up assistance







Adult Fitness Bootcamp is an excellent and fun fitness programs designed to
elevate your heart rate, and to build up and strengthen one's core. This is your

chance to have fun and meet new people who love to kick start their fitness
with a group! The group fitness instructor designs several stations of exercises

targeting a group of muscles in each station. Guaranteed to torch calories,
incinerate fat and build new muscles overtime. Some example station are:

battle ropes, weights and band movements, jump ropes and more!

Recreation 609-844-7067







2023 Citizen of the Year Awards

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvYNCWFGM9rU-
VacEjJUovCAuUiBRRjsoaBb8PcKMm54pKbQ/viewform

Nominate someone through the link below! 
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Line Dance 
Wednesday’s with James Ellis – 9:30 AM
Friday’s with Rose Majofsky – 9:30 AM 

Visit or call 
(609) 844-7048 

the senior center to 
register 

Lawrence Township 
Senior Only 60 
years and older 

Class size
limited 

Lawrence Township Office on Aging 



 

DUPLICATE
BRIDGE 
Lawrence Township Senior Center
30 E. Darrah Lane 
Lawrence, NJ 08648 

TUESDAYS
9:00 AM 

Come out and play Duplicate Bridge at the 
Lawrence Senior Center. 

Organized by Stu Augustin 

Call the center at (609) 844- 7048 to register. 



















Are you a veteran or know a veteran who may be in need of
crisis support? The Veterans Crisis Line provides confidential crisis
support for veterans and their families.
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If you have any questions related to Senior
Connect, or Lawrence Township broadly, reach out

to the Community Aide for further information. 
 

phone: 609-844-7074
email: cdinwoodie@lawrencetwp.com


